Reading and cultural determinism: how to fight back against our soft inheritance

Reading is certainly a trans-cultural phenomenon and the teaching of reading at schools and quasi-
educational establishments is also an activity that cuts across nations and regions. However, there are
specificities within a given cultural setting that make the act of reading limited in scope to study and
schooling and in range to textbooks and curricular sources.

In this session, | seek to culturally profile the Arab world in order to identify certain deterrents that lead
to a move away from a culture of reading. My ultimate aim, nonetheless, is not so much to impute faults
to such cultural practices, but to suggest ways through which threats and weaknesses can be converted
into opportunities and strengths.
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Reading the world in a grain of sand: using reading as a skills platform

More often than not, reading lessons in most parts of the Arab world centre heavily around a text. This
text is often chosen by the various curricula committees in a given country and is based on these
committees’ perception of what is relevant to children at a given age. It is also very likely that students’
attention will be focused more on the mechanics of the text than on anything else.



In this session, | aim to present alternatives to the “traditional” Arabic reading lesson; alternatives that
using reading as a springing board from which children can leap into the realm of knowledge be that of
themselves, of others and of the world around them .
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